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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

685. Mr G. WOODHAMS to the Minister for Education and Training:  
Given the success of, and strong support for, the Western Australian College of Agriculture under the 
administration of the Department of Education and Training, I ask -  

(1) Is it the government’s intention to move the WA College of Agriculture from the education section and 
place it under the training section of the department? 

(2) If so, what are the reasons for this decision? 

(3) What consultation has the department undertaken with the agriculture college communities on this 
issue? 

(4) If the colleges are moved to the training section, what effect will this have on the residential component 
of the colleges? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Greenough for the question.  I also acknowledge the people in the gallery from the 
member for Wanneroo’s electorate who are visiting Parliament today. 

(1)-(4) We have a single department - the Western Australian Department of Education and Training.  There 
are not two departments.  It is not as though the agriculture colleges will be moved from one section to 
another; they come under one department.  There are five colleges scattered throughout the wheatbelt 
and south west in Western Australia.  They do a very good job.  There is no threat to them, which I 
think is what the member for Greenough is implying.  In general, they are very well supported.  In fact, 
we are currently implementing the recommendations of the Browne report, which will provide them 
with increased representation at head office level, which is what was asked for when I met with the five 
community representatives of the colleges at Parliament House.  They asked for that and that is what we 
are doing.  They are very well funded so that they can provide for the number of students they have.  
Each college generally has about 90 students and each college is very well supported with staff.  We do 
not have any plans to undertake negative activity in relation to the colleges, which I think is what the 
member is trying to imply. 

 


